critical digest 


139 East 47 St. 
EL 5-6894 


This Week 


Visit to a Small Planet turned into 
a surprise hit, With less than $10,000 ad- 
vance sale, with not a single ticket sold for 
the second night, and with dim word-of- 
mouth the Gore Vidal farce presented by 
George Axelrod and Clinton Wilder had 
bleak prospects. But a set of rave notices 
( see Page 2-reviews) changed the story. 
By noon the day after opening more than 100 
ticket buyers were in line, the second night 
was a sellout with standees, and tickets are 
now selling for weeks to come, 


Plays 


A Clearing in the Woods closed at 
Belasco after 36 performances, and Eug- 
enia closed at Ambassador after 12 perfor- 
mances... Diary of Anne Frank moves to 
Ambassador Feb 26,..Damn Yankees_ to 
start Sunday matinee and evening perfor- 
mances Feb 24, Inherit the Wind to do same 
starting March 3... John Patrick's Good as 
Gold to debut March 7 at Belasco with Zero 
Mostel, Roddy McDowall,..Hotel Paradiso 
to open April 3 at Miller with Bert Lahr... 
The Joker by Arthur Sheekman to be pre- 
sented by George Kondolf April 4 starring 
Tommy Noonan...Tennesee Williams' play 
Orpheus Descending reverts to original 
title after two week period as "Something 
Wild in the Country," 


Players 


Edward Mulhare signed 3 year pact 
to replace Rex Harrison permanently after 
Dec 2 in My Fair Lady... Anne Jackson to 
replace Glynis Johns, Major Barbara ,... 
Inga Swenson picked as leading lady of 
First Gentleman ...Ralph Richarson mis- 
sed 3 performances of Waltz of Toreadors 
due to laryngitis, Chris Gample subbed... 
Rosalind Russell may take off 2 month vac- 
ation from Auntie Mame this summer. 
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Calender 


Tunnel of Love-Royale 2/13 Theatre 
Guild presents Peter De Vries & Joseph 
Fields adaption of De Vries novel, with 
Tom Ewell...Holiday for Lovers-Long- 
acre-2/14, Shepard Traube presents com- 
edy by Ronald Alexander with Don Ameche, 
Audrey Christie... Intermezzo-Winter Gar- 
den 2/14, 5th production in Renaud-Bar- 
rult Company, drama by Giraudoux ... 
A Box of Watercolors-Broadway Chapel 
Players 2/17, New play by G. Wood pre- 
sented Sundays at 5 PM... Doctor Faustus 
-Blackfriars 2/18, An abridged version 
...Evening of GBS-Tempo 2/18. Stage. 
Society presents 2 short GBS plays. Press 
Cuttings and O'Flaherty, VC...Le Chien 
Du Jardinier-Winter Garden 2/18, 6th & 
final French bill, a comedy by Lope de 
Vega...A God Slept Here-Provincetown 
2/19. Two Brazilian plays adapted by John 
Fostini presented by International Prod- 
uctions, 


Equity & Unions 


$110 week NY and $150 week road 
minimums to be sought by Actors Equity 
in March talks with League of NY Theatres 
... Talks on alien actors between Equity 
and League coming to end with agreement 
reached on percentage of aliens to be ad- 
mitted, 


Theatre TV Notes 


NBC Wide Wide World to visit 
Iceman Cometh Feb 17... Katharine 
Cornell and Charles Boyer to star in 
There Shall be No Night on NBC Hall- 
mark Mar 17... Reclining Figure to be 
presented on NBC Montgomery Feb 25 
from Ziegfeld with studio audience, 


Vaudeville 


Liberace to head Palace show start- 
ing April 20. 


: 
— 


Digests of Current NYC Theatre Reviews 


Visit to a Small Planet- Booth 2/7, 7 rave notices for 2 comics-Eddie Mayehoff and 
Cyril Ritchard, recorded. Gore Vidal's adaption of his ownTV comedy did not fare as well, 
but critics were ready to forgive him. George Axelrod and Clinton Wilder production, with 
Cyril Ritchard directing was approved. Mayehoff and Ritchard are such brilliant comics 
that tired plot seems a minor complaint, critics agreed, A topsy-turvy lark that has a lot 
of humorous vitality, summed up Atkinson, Times, Offstage noises compounded by Louis 
and Bébe Barron and onstage sounds of leads add up to a laugh a minute,agrees Kerr, 
Herald Tribune. A delightful lot of screwball humor, if you don't fret about the lack of a 
story line, notes Chapman, News, Comics made a mediocre little satire on science fiction 
seem enormously funny, commented Coleman, Mirror, Less a play than a vaudeville skit, 
but Donnelly, World-Telegram & Sun, admitted he laughed at just about everything in sight. 
Watts, Post, agreed on the vaude label, billing leads as two of the freshest and most original 
comic actors anywhere. Result of Mayehoff plus Ritchard is a million laughs, adds up 
McClain, Journal American, 


Jerry Lewis-Palace 2/7. 3 pro votes for Lewis-Herald Tribune, Post, Journal Am- 
erican, but 7 pro votes for vaudeville bill. Jerry Lewis solo debut divided reviewers. 
Affirmative thought he made switch from member of team to solo performer in good 
stride, while negative admitted Lewis would do well at box-office though they found him 
on dull side. Beckley, Herald Tribune, approved Lewis decline from rowdiness, Herridge, 
Post, enjoyed him thoroughly. O'Connor, Journal American, filed sole rave notice, noting 
that only criticism is that Lewis gives the customers too much of a good thing. Con side 
headed by Funke, Times, suggests that a Palace headliner must be more than a pleasant, 
polished performer. McHarry, News, found his act lagging badly with Lewis below his pot- 
ential stride. Many less laughs than expected and too much singing, pans Quinn, Mirror. 
Except for audience byplay bit, Peper, WT&S, found proceedings only intermittently funny 
and sometimes in regretable taste. On the supporting bill singer Eydie Gorme drew raves, 
and entire bill was cheered, Weire Brothers, Seven Ashtons, Arren and Broderick and 
Chiquita and Johnson comprise the other acts. 


A House Remembered-Actors Playhouse 2/6. 2 pros-Post and Women's Wear-and 

1 con-Times- filed on new drama by Louis Lippa presented by S. Beryl Bush. A warm, en- 
grossing drama with a cast, under author's direction, that is splendid from start to finish, 
cheered Herridge, Post. Play is about Italian-American family and was tried out this sum- 
mer at Hedgerow Theatre, Moylan,Penn. Though R,O,,Women's Wear, noted that script 
and direction is frequently choppy, the play is absorbing and often moving. But Gelb, Times, 
panned it for failing to live up to early promise of being a warm tale of real people. Acting 
plus writing add up to a general impression of flabbiness in which very little transpires. 


Mrs, Patterson-Post 2/5. 2 cons-Times and Post-filed on all-white version of re- 
cent Broadway play by Charles Sebree and Greer Johnson. Minus the negro cast, Eartha 
Kitt and six songs, the production of Trio Productions never gets off the ground floor, sums 
up Calta, Times, It is heavyfooted and prosaic where it should be nimble and inspiring. A 
pale, thin play with the cast nowhere near as good as before, adds Herridge, Post. She pan- 
ned acting as generally bad. 


Les Nuits De La Colere-Winter Garden 2/10. French repertory company of Ren- 
aud-Barrault continues to mount up rave notices for their bills, Underground story by 
Armand Salacrou is given perfect production, critics agreed, Second part of bill, a farce, 
Feu La Mere de Madame was also thoroughly enjoyed by all reviewers, Kerr, Herald 
Tribune, remains fascinated by troupe's ability to achieve their ranging effects with such 


tiny variations of pressure. 
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London Theatre 


Plays 


The Crystal Heart with Gladys Coop- 


er in her first leading part in a musical 
opens Feb 19 at Saville, directed by Bill 
Butler...Jean Anouilh's La Sauvage retit- 
led Restless Heart for March London de- 
but with Mai Zetterling... The Country 
Wife production at Sloane Square moved 
to Adelphi... Danish version of Cranks 
opened in Copenhagen, John Cranko direct- 
ing. 


Players 


Belita to play leading role in Damn 
Yankees March 28 at Coliseum... Mich- 
ael Barrington replaced Michael Aldridge 


in Salad’Days ...Sally Ann Howes, George 
Coulouris to star in London production of 


A Hatful of Rain, directed by Sam Wanamaker. 


Paul Rogers to appear in Hamlet in 
Sydney. 


Club Theatres 


Tom, a comedy by David Laird to 
be presented at New Lindsay March 19... 
New Cambridge University Musical Com- 
edy Club show changed to The First Re- 
sort , due Feb ll. 


London Theatre TV 
Uncle Van was presented on 
BBC-TV with George Voskovec in title 


role. 


London Calender 


The Crystal Heart-Saville 2/19 
.»- Master of Santiago-Lyric, Hammer- 
smith 2/20... Measure for Measure- 
Old Vic 2/26... Edwige Feuillere Co- 
Palace 3/4. 


For Stage Struck Only 


*This weekly NYC newsletter 
digests----Complete theatre 
news(page 1), reviews of all 
openings(page 2), comments 
by critics(page 6.) 


* Plus NYC critics suggest- 
ions on theatre books, records, 


(page 7.) 


* Plus Off Broadway and Full 
Summer Theatre coverage 
(page 7). London (page 3.) 


* Plus complete business & 
critical data on all current 
shows( page 4 & 5.) 


*10th year. Includes free re- 
search service for subscribers, 
$25 per year subscription 

with free yearly spring binder, 


Special Bulletin Board Edition 


*Little Theatre Groups 
*Drama Departments 
*Libraries 

*Business Offices 

* Newspapers 


* Consists of specially print- 
ed edition--four double pages 
printed on one side only for’ 
posting on C.D, bulletin board 
for all members to keep fully 
informed, 


* Plus free 20" by 30" bulletin 
board to post weekly edition. 
Plus regular edition of C.D, 
(with yearly spring binder.) 


* Available to above groups 
when request for special edit- 
ion accompanies subscription 
$25 per year complete. 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


RUDE ASSEMBLY... First night audience members panned again, this time by Sobol, Jour- 
nal American who bills them as a thoughtless and rude assembly. While the managers 
are to blame for the tardiness for having an 8 PM advertised curtain rise at 8 20 PM, 
the premiere attenders crowd the exits during intermission that no can pass in or out. 
They then return late after the intermission, crawl over you, step on your toes, jam 
your knees, block your view--and do everything but punch you for having returned to 
your seat on time. 


COLUMN TIPS...Truman Capote to write musical for Mary Martin, reports Winchell... 
A Broadway star went beserk on stage this week, broke the le g off a chair and tried 
to assult others in cast, whispers Wilson... Dennis King would be an ideal lead for 
NY or out-of-town My Fair Lady, predicts Walker. 


JULLIARD MOVE, .. Julliard School of Music's plan to move to Lincoln Square and to en- 
large its course to cover drama applauded by Herald Tribune editorial, The Lincoln 
Center is shaping up beautifully on paper, editorial noted, and it will be delighted to 
see it emerge from the blueprints into reality. 


CRITICAL. THOUGHTS... Equity does its-intelligent and well-mannered best for the theatre 
both as an art and as a place to work, cheered Chapman, News... Watts, Post, glad to 
learn that rumor of Atkinson, Times, retirement proved false, . .Original cast record- 
ings are like a bank, once you have seen the show, notes McClain, Journal American, 


DRAMA MAIL BOX... Producers of Circle in the Square and John Houseman backed naming 
of a Lincoln Square theatre in honor of O'Neill in Times letters... Recent Times edit- 
orial backing federal subsidy of arts urged as starting point for campaign by all legit 
unions, suggests C,D, subscriber. 


SECOND GUESSES... Best be wary of demanding conventional playmaking from Graham 
Greene, The Potting Shed, warns Kerr, Herald Tribune. He has taken intractable mate- 
rials and to a degree, tamed them, sent them seeking a form of their own... Not since 
Strindberg has there been anything in world theatre to match the bitterness and self 
revelation of O'Neill's Long Days Journey, states Lerner, Post. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES... Five years from now A Clearing in the Woods will probably be 
revived sans scenery and will be a big hit, predicts Kim Stanley, star of recent flop, 
to Williams, Post. She also believes that critics might write fairer notices of serious 
plays if they filed their reports several days after opening. ..She told McClain, Jour- 
nal American, that with London wage scales Clearing could have run a year. 


COSTUME EXHIBIT..."Stars in the Drawing Room" exhibit of Museum of City of NY prov- 
ed a source of personal embarassament, admitted Donnelly, World Telegram & Sun. A 
fair share of the figures in the panarama ring no bells whatever with him. Though 
interesting, he found exhibit of costumes rather scrambled. 


OFF 


BROADWAY 


Off-Broadway's newest house will 
debut March 13 . Theater Marquee, 110 E 
59, will start with the first of three plays 
to be presented as a "Trojan Trilogy." 
The first will be The Trojan Women , 
Agamemon will follow March 26, and 
Electra April 2. Irwin Stahl, Paul Davis, 
and Hans Weigert are the producers, 
with Wayne Richardson directing. The 
house is the site of Isadora Duncan's 
studio, 


Shoestring '57, The Misanthrope, 
and Twelfth Night close this week-end 
Feb 15 Take A Giant Step to start 
at 10 30 PM to allow Louis Gossett to 
fulfill a TV commitment, 


Irish Players will present three 
Synge plays--Riders to the Sea, In the 
Shadow of the Glenn and Tinker's Wed- 
ding at Theatre East starting March 4, 
Montealegre and Douglas 
Watson featured in Greater ANTA Mat- 
inee Feb 19 of acting and dance version 
of Kafka's Metamorphosis and Pelleas 
et Mellisande,,.17th century farce 
The Anatomist present by Manson Prod- 
uctions Feb 26 at Royal Playhouse. 


The Coming of the Lord by Lof- 
ten Mitchell presented by Greenwich 
Mews March 25, Me Candido closing 
March 3, Two special performances of 
latter play given at Seward High School, 
Grand & Essex, and at Union Settlement 
Auditorium, 237 E 104, 


Martyn Green to appear in Apollo 
of Bellac and The Virituous Island, two 
plays by Giraudoux to be presented 
April 2 by Shull-Eisen-Learson at an 
off-Broadway house, David Brooks dir- 
ector... Erik Rhodes, Vincent Garden- 
ia, Suzanee Eden signed for Right You 
Are at Fischer Hall March 4, 


THEATRE 


BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"Beerbohm Tree: His Life and Laugh- 
ter" by Hesketh Pearson was highly praised 
by three reviewers. Biography of English 
actor-manager of Victorian era was recom- 
mended by Donnelly, World Telegram & Sun; 
Clurman, Times; and Eaton, Herald Trib- 
une, Pearson demonstrates again his grasp 
of the simple requirements for a sound 
biography: an interesting subject, a light 
touch, a fast pace and a plentiful sprink- 
ling of lively anecdotes, Donnelly summed 
up. A fun book giving a solid sense of Tree's 
achievement in general and a fair sense of 
his value as an actor, added Clurman., 


THEATRE 
RECORD 
COMMENTS 


Candide original cast album( Colum- 
bia) drew pair of split notices. Variety 
mugg thought Leonard Bernstein score 
shines through as a witty and inventive 
musical effort, plus fine lyrics. While 
Kupferberg, Herald Tribune, was very 
disappointed, partly because its literary 
wit is a long way from Voltaire, but mostly 
because its music is a long way from Leo- 
nard Bernstein's best. Critic doubted if 
there was really a good song in the score, 


TV 
THEATRE 
COMMENT 


The Ballad of Baby Doe presented 
on CBS Omnibus prior to Broadway product- 
ion next fall by Michael Myerberg was en- 
joyed by L, T, Herald Tribune, but panned 
by Shanley, Times, Stunning prod- 
uction, scenes beautifully constructed, with 
splendid cast, okayed former. While latter 
thought cut version made story very ragged. 
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" PROS & CONS BY TMK " 


A House Remembered is another 
shallow epic of an Italian-American 
that TV seems so fond of these days. 
With cliches abundant, direction nil, and 
the cast uniformly poor, it adds up to 
a sad excuse for an "original" Off- 
Broadway drama. 


* * 


Jerry Lewis show presents an 
entertaining evening of first class vaude- 
ville that can only make you wish vaude- 
ville was part of the NY legit scene, The 
acts on the first half of the program are 
superb, Lewis is funny inspite of often 
lapses of taste on sex and religious sub- 
jects. 


* * 


Theatre fans and devotees of 
the NYC City Center will be happy to 
learn that five musicals, instead of the 
usual program of three, are planned 
for the spring season, Jean Darymple, 
Managing Direction, reports to ,C, D' 
that the City Center never had a spring 
drama season in the past, so the re- 
port that a forthcoming season to take 
the place of a cancelled ballet season 
is slightly misleading. 


Stage props from Middle of 
the Night set were stolen during the 
break between a Saturday matinee 
and evening performance, Add this 
to the fact that the box-office of an 
Off-Broadway theatre was robbed 
several weeks ago, and you have 
some idea of the new high in culture 
in modern day bandits. 


* 


The sleeper success of Visit to A 
Small Planet which turned into an over- 
night hit after a set of fine notices is the 
stuff that makes the theatre fascinating. 
No one, not even actresses who claim 
to be experts on the subject of critics 
and criticism, can predict a Broadway 
hit. 


NBC producers are turning to 
theatre this year for many of their 
forthcoming programs, Sit-at-home 
legit fans can see in the next few weeks 
productions of The Reclining Figure 
Charley's Aunt, and Victoria Regina. 


They will also see the Lunts in TheGreat 


Sebastians and the Old Vic in Romeo 
and Juliet. Plus Katharine Cornell in 
There Shall Be No Night. The network 
deserves praise for presenting such a 
diet and should not be discouraged by 
low ratings for some of its egghead pro- 
jects. 


A new nationally syndicated car- 
toon script entitled "On Stage" made its 
debut this month. Billed as a comic strip 
on show business it is the typical story of 
a talented young girl coming to the big 
city, etc. One can only hope that a wee bit 
of realism will creep into the script and 
that the talented young girl will not get 
the overnight break which turns her into 
a star,etc. Instead let's hope the gal 
spends the required six months in NY, 
meets a Texas millionaire, marries, and 
lives happily( in texas that is) ever after. 


* * 


George Acelrod's gag of trying 
to lose money on a musical production 
of The Dead Sea Scrolls may not be 
as funny as he thought, At last reports 
three Off-Broadway groups were cast- 
ing such a project. 
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